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FASTER PROCESSING OF DISABILITY CLAIMS FOR PEOPLE WITH ALZHEIMER’S 

DISEASE 

 
 

Today, more than 5 million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s disease. It is a brain 

condition that causes problems with memory, thinking, and behavior. Since the onset of 

Alzheimer’s can occur in younger people before they retire, it may affect their ability to work as 

the disease progresses.   

Our benefits and services are especially vital to people with early-onset Alzheimer’s who are 

unable to work and may have no other source of income. They may want to apply for Social 

Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI). Our 

Compassionate Allowances program provides faster processing of disability claims for people 

with early-onset Alzheimer’s disease and several other neurodegenerative (brain degenerative) 

disorders.  



More than a decade ago, Social Security added early-onset Alzheimer’s disease to our 

Compassionate Allowances program. You can learn more about our Compassionate Allowances 

program at www.ssa.gov/compassionateallowances.  

Please share this information with friends and family. 
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